The Policy & Popcorn series provides an informal setting for UC Davis students, researchers,
faculty, and staff to learn more about the policy process and how to better engage. The sessions
are hosted approximately monthly by the Policy Institute for Energy, Environment, and the
Economy in close partnership with the Institute of Transportation Studies, the Energy and
Efficiency Institute, and other key policy leaders around UC Davis. This series will bring you a
wonk-like level of knowledge and experience with the accessibility of a 101-level class. There
will also always be popcorn and snacks!

More information on upcoming and past Policy & Popcorn sessions can be found below. To sign
up to be notified of upcoming sessions or to suggest topics and speakers, click here.

Upcoming Policy & Popcorn sessions

October 2019: “What A Policy Fellowship Can Do For You”
= Click here to RSVP

= Click here to add this event to your calendar

Speakers:

= Amber Mace, Executive Director of the California Council on Science and Technology
(CCST), former CCST fellow

= David Ernest Garcia, Legislative Director for the California Air Resources Board, former
CCST fellow

= Alison LaBonte, Supervisor at the California Public Utilities Commission, former AAAS
fellow

= Johanna Zetterberg, Coordinator of the State and Local Energy Efficiency Action Network at
the U.S. Department of Energy, former PMF fellow



https://goo.gl/forms/e6tkkLt4Qg2NNFal2
https://policyinstitute.ucdavis.edu/pp-oct-2019
https://forms.gle/L4kTyDm1oY8ArHR46
https://policyinstitute.ucdavis.edu/wp-content/uploads/Policy-Popcorn-22What-A-Policy-Fellowship-Can-Do-For-You%E2%80%9D.ics
https://ccst.us/people/staff/amber-mace/
https://ccst.us/people/2014-ccst-science-fellows/david-ernest-garcia/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alisonlabonte/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/johannazetterberg/

About the session

Policy fellowships provide scientists and engineers with invaluable, front-row access to policymakers
and the legislative process—critical to bridging the gap between scientific research and informed
policy. This panel discussion will explore the unique opportunities that different policy fellowships
provide, what to keep in mind during the application process, and how the fellowship experience can
help shape scientific career paths. Panelists will share specific insights pertaining to the American
Assaociation for the Advancement of Science Policy Fellowship Program, the Presidential
Management Fellowship Program, and the California Council on Science & Technology Fellowship

Program.

About the speakers

Amber Mace is the Executive Director of the California Council on Science and Technology (CCST)
and a Policy Fellow with the UC Davis Policy Institute for Energy, Environment and the Economy.
Amber devotes her time to building new and revitalizing existing programs and organizations that are
dedicated to increasing the impact and value of science-informed decision-making. Amber earned
her B.A. in geography from UC Berkeley and her Ph.D. in ecology from UC Davis. She is currently
pursuing an Executive MBA at the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School.

David Ernest Garcia has been the Legislative Director for the California Air Resources Board since
June 2019. From 2016 to 2019, Dr. Garcia was a consultant to the California State Senate Standing
Committee on Environmental Quality. He was a legislative consultant in the Office of California State
Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson from 2014 to 2016 and a California Council on Science and
Technology Fellow from 2013—-2014 in the Office of then-Assemblymember Nancy Skinner. He
earned his Ph.D. in chemistry from the University of California-Berkeley.

Alison LaBonte became a supervisor at the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) after her
job as Program Manager of U.S. Department of Energy’s Marine and Hydrokinetic Technology
Program. Alison is working to meet California’s aggressive climate goals and reduce hardships for
vulnerable populations by securing the growth and value of residential energy efficiency. Alison
completed the AAAS fellowship in 2011 in the White House Office of Science and Technology
Policy. She earned her Ph.D. in Oceanography from Scripps Institute of Oceanography.

Johanna Zetterberg is a clean energy professional with over ten years of experience at the U.S.
Department of Energy. She currently manages the development of strategies, technical resources
and analyses to inform state and local decision-making on topics related to electric power system
planning. Johanna has also led coalition-building efforts with industry, government, and non-profit
leaders to advance energy efficiency, and served on a small leadership team overseeing the
administration of nearly $12 billion in grant funding to 2,300 state, local, and tribal governments
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. Johanna is a former Presidential Management
Fellow. She holds a Master of Environmental Management from the Yale School of Forestry and
Environmental Studies and a B.A. in Psychology from Pomona College.

Please RSVP here: https://forms.gle/L4kTyDm1oY8ArHR46


http://ucdavis.benchurl.com/c/l?u=90DEEFD&e=EC8C3B&c=74FD8&t=0&l=&email=sr0PA19gPS9lxCYh%2BC2v4aBanR218rId&seq=1
http://ucdavis.benchurl.com/c/l?u=90DEEFD&e=EC8C3B&c=74FD8&t=0&l=&email=sr0PA19gPS9lxCYh%2BC2v4aBanR218rId&seq=1
http://ucdavis.benchurl.com/c/l?u=90DEEFE&e=EC8C3B&c=74FD8&t=0&l=&email=sr0PA19gPS9lxCYh%2BC2v4aBanR218rId&seq=1
http://ucdavis.benchurl.com/c/l?u=90DEEFE&e=EC8C3B&c=74FD8&t=0&l=&email=sr0PA19gPS9lxCYh%2BC2v4aBanR218rId&seq=1
http://ucdavis.benchurl.com/c/l?u=90DEEFF&e=EC8C3B&c=74FD8&t=0&l=&email=sr0PA19gPS9lxCYh%2BC2v4aBanR218rId&seq=1
http://ucdavis.benchurl.com/c/l?u=90DEEFF&e=EC8C3B&c=74FD8&t=0&l=&email=sr0PA19gPS9lxCYh%2BC2v4aBanR218rId&seq=1
http://ucdavis.benchurl.com/c/l?u=90DEEFA&e=EC8C3B&c=74FD8&t=0&l=&email=sr0PA19gPS9lxCYh%2BC2v4aBanR218rId&seq=2

