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First ,  this  class  wil l  explore  the  effects  of  soaring  income  inequal i ty

on  populat ion  health.  The  CDC  reports  that  l i fe  expectancy  has

decl ined  for  the  f i rst  t ime  in  over  100  years  and  attr ibutes  the

decl ine  to  increasing  "deaths  of  despair "  -drug  overdoses,  alcohol

abuse,  and  suicide -  in  the  Midwest  and  coal  country.  Second,  we  wil l

consider  policies  and  inst i tut ions  that  might  combat  inequal i ty  and

"deaths  of  despair "  including:  minimum  wages,  the  Earned  Income

Tax  Credit ,  labor  unions,  paid  family  leave  and  education.  Final ly ,  we

wil l  discuss  relevant  econometr ic  techniques  such  as  dif ference - in -

dif ferences  and  instrumental  var iables.  
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